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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to Applicant's application filed 20 November 2003. 
Claims 1-20 are currently pending. Claims 1, 10, 12 and 19 are independent claims. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The Information Disclosure Statement filed 19 May 2004 has been considered. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the tasks." There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 6 states "CBI" and no explanation is given for the 
acronym within the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stoxen et al (U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0152106 A1). In reference to claims 1 and 
12, Stoxen discloses a computer implemented acquisition system, comprising: 

a. receiving an event request including event request data; 

b. determining an appropriate handler to direct the event request; 

c. directing the event request to the appropriate handler, wherein the handler 
executes business rules; and 

d. invoking, by the appropriate handler, one or more workers to perform 
tasks to validate the event request data and complete the business rules (0012- 
0018). 

6. In reference to claim 19, Stoxen discloses a computer implemented acquisition 
system, comprising: 

e. establishing a network interface for communicating over a distributed 
network with applicants (0012); 

f. capturing data from an applicants computer 0013); 
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g. retrieving application data from the applicant; establishing an interface for 
validating the application data to facilitate communication with the acquisition 
system; forwarding the application data, using a request handler, to the 
acquisition system for application processing (0012-0018); and 

h. receiving from the acquisition system information responsive to the 
application processing and application data validation (0012-0018). 

7. In reference to claim 10, Stoxen discloses a computer implemented acquisition 
system, comprising: 

i. a portal configured to communicate with an acquisition server to receive 
product or service event requests from multiple clients; 

j. the acquisition server, comprising: a service data validation worker 
configured to validate the event requests from the multiple clients; at least two 
workers configured to process one or more tasks to facilitate the event request, 
wherein at least one of the workers is a performance tracking worker configured 
to track the performance of one or more tasks; at least two handlers for 
processing product or service requests received from the client by invoking at 
least two workers including the service data validation worker to perform tasks 
associated with the event request (0012-0019); and 

k. a dispatcher for receiving and forwarding the event requests to the handler 
to fulfill at least a portion of the event request (0012-0019). 
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8. In reference to dependent claims 2-9, 11, 13-18 and 20, Stoxen discloses a 

computer implemented acquisition system, comprising: 

I. wherein the portal is configured to communicate with a service data 

validation worker to facilitate validation of the event request data (0012-0019); 

m. wherein the handler is configured to communicate with a service data 

validation worker to facilitate validation of the event request data (001 5); 

n. further comprising a service router configured to receive the event request 

data from the portal and route the event request data to the Acquisition system 

(0015-0020); 

o. wherein the event request further comprises an event selected from a 
group of events consisting of online banking account set-up, credit bureau 
access, e-pay account set-up, brokerage account set-up, membership banking 
set-up, user authentication, electronic payment, savings account set-up, 
checking account setup, rewards program setup, and privacy preferences 
maintenance (0005; 0023); 

p. further comprising one or more of the following workers: a service 
validation worker; an email worker; a CBI worker, wherein the CBI worker is 
configured with suitable protocols for communicating with a CBI server; wherein 
the CBI server interfaces with at least one credit bureau; an application specific 
worker; a profile worker; and a data capture worker (0020-0021 +); 
q. wherein the worker is configured to perform a specific task by 
communicating with an interface, the interface including at least one of credit 
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bureaus, databases, new card services, card authorization services, general 
accounts system, and new card services (0015-0019); 

r. wherein the portal facilitates at least one of validation, decisioning, and 
fulfillment of the event request (0012-0019); 

s. further comprising a dispatcher for directing event requests from the client 
to the appropriate handler (0015-0018); 

t. further comprising a client interface system configured to interface with at 
least one of the portal and the Acquisition server to receive product or service 
event requests from multiple clients (0012-0019); 

u. further comprising the step of developing a worker to validate the event 
request data by facilitating at least one of: checking syntax of event request data; 
checking completeness of event request data; and checking address consistency 
of event request data (0012-0019; 0022-0032); 

v. further comprising the step of invoking a service router configured to map 
the event request to a dispatcher, wherein the dispatcher is configured to 
communicate with the handler (0015-0019); 

w. further comprising the step of invoking a test handler to test component 
availability (0022-0032+); 

x. further comprising the step of invoking a performance tracking working to 
track the performance of data throughput (0022-0032); 
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y. further comprising the step of preventing duplicate processing of event 
requests by determining if the event request originated from a substantially 
similar application (0015-0019); 

z. wherein the determining step further comprises the step of comparing 
previously submitted application data with pending application data to determine 
if the data is substantially similar and, if similar, returning an error message in 
response to the event request (0015-0019); 

aa. further comprising the steps of: developing one or more application 
specific workers to validate the data; and facilitating decisioning and fulfillment 
associated with the application processing (0012-0019; 0020-0032). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

bb. McDonough et al (US Patent No. 6,070, 1 42 A) 

cc. Cunningham (US Patent No. 6,014,645 A). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jocelyn Greimel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jocelyn Greimel 
Examiner, Art Unit 3693 
January 2, 2008 




